THE WEDNESDAY READER
September 14, 2022

New CTE Professionals Hybrid Workshop Virtual Session 1 is Next Week—Register Today

The first virtual session of the New CTE Professionals Hybrid Workshop 2022 is next Tuesday, September
20. If you are planning to participate in this year’s workshop and have not registered, please be sure to do
so by the end of this week.

The Office of Public Instruction’s Career and Technical Education Specialists will be conducting the New
CTE Professionals Hybrid Workshop 2022 via three (3) sessions—two (2) virtually and one (1) live, in-
person—beginning Tuesday, September 20, via Zoom.

The focuses on early-career professionals—specifically Career & Technical Education professionals within
the first five (5) years in a Montana Career & Technical Education classroom. Additionally, Montana CTE
professionals who have participated in the past are invited to attend to enhance their classroom skills and
knowledge of Career & Technical Education. School administrators and counselors who maybe new to or
want to learn more about Career & Technical Education in Montana are also invited to attend.

This FREE professional learning opportunity will provide attendees with information on a variety of topics
related to Career & Technical Education including

--Advisory committees,

--Classroom safety & liability,

--CTE and program-area standards and guidelines,
--Dual Enrollment,

--Instructional strategies for the CTE classroom,
--Managing and marketing local Career and Technical Student Organizations
--Montana Career Pathways,

--Perkins funding,

--Professional development organizations,

--State CTE funding & data reporting,
--Work-Based Learning, and

--workplace Skills through your CTSOs.

The hybrid workshop will be held virtually Tuesday afternoon September 20 and October 11, and live, in-
person, on Wednesday, October 19 in Billings at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center.

The workshop is offered free of charge and up to seven (7) OPI Renewal Units will be offered.

Additional details about the New CTE Professionals Hybrid Workshop 2022, including a schedule of events,
is available on the Secondary CTE page of the OPI website.

Registration for the New CTE Professionals Hybrid Workshop 2022 can be completed and submitted online
at bit.ly/NewCTE2022. Registrants will receive a packet of materials onsite in Billings on Wednesday,
October 19. To be included in the materials count, please submit registration by the end of the day on
Monday, September 19, 2022. Please note, materials cannot be guaranteed for registrations received after
September 19.

For registration assistance or for more information, please contact Business Education Specialist Eric
Swenson at eswenson@mt.gov.
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Montana ACTE Fall Institute 2022 Early Registration Rate & Room Block Ends This Week
Planning to attend the Montana Association for Career & Technical Education Fall Institute 2022 next
month in Billings? Be sure to book your room at the Billings Hotel & Convention Center by the end of the
week as the conference block ends Sunday, September 18.

The Montana ACTE Fall Institute 2022 will be held October 20-21at the Billings Hotel and Convention
Center. Rooms can be reserved at $99 plus tax & fees/night using the group ID Montana ACTE

Early registration is available thru September 16 with the ACTE member rate of $155 for both days.
Additional registration options are available including the First-Time Attendee and Retired member rate of
$70. The 2022 Registration Packet can be viewed on the Professional Development page of the Montana
ACTE website.

Greetings & Invite from Montana Business Education Association President Mandy Wichman

Hello and happy September! I hope your year is off to a productive start, your Perkins grant applications
are done, and you're all ready to embark on a year of Career and Technical Education fun. The MBEA and
the Montana ACTE have been working hard to plan the Fall Institute with our partners and sponsors. Join
us at the Billings Hotel and Conference Center, October 20 & 21. You can expect a full slate of engaging
activities geared toward workforce readiness, both within the whole MACTE sessions and in the division-
specific time slots. If you get to Billings on Wednesday evening, the Montana Chamber of Commerce is
planning a fun get together, details to be announced when they're finalized. The Chamber is also
sponsoring the Networking Social on Thursday and has again hired massage therapists to provide 15-
minute chair massages at the vendor fair. Register here and use Perkins funds to pay your fees and
membership.

Specific to the MBEA, start the Institute off with a First-Time Attendees breakfast on Thursday to meet the
Board and Chamber representatives. Eric will give his update with some interactive fun on Thursday at the
3:10 session. President-elect Jessica Goosen and President Mandy Wichman are working to plan an MBEA
event Thursday evening, after the Montana ACTE Networking Social. Watch upcoming Wednesday
Reader’s for details. Friday kicks off with the MBEA business meeting at 8 am, followed by Sean Thomas
with EVERFI at 9:30 am. We'll be looking at NGPF resources with Jessica Goosen and Terri Norman at
10:30 am and move smoothly into all things Stash 101, led by James Easton, to finish off the conference.

Please use this nomination link to nominate a teacher or ten for one of the MBEA's professional awards.
This is an important piece of advocating for our programs and recognizing the accomplishments of our
peers. Those chosen as winners this fall will move on to the Western region awards in February and
MACTE awards next fall.

The MBEA board is looking for someone to come on board as the 2023 Vice President. This position moves
through the rotation as President-Elect for 2024, President in 2025, and then Past President/Awards Chair
during 2026. As President-Elect and President, this person will also be part of the Montana ACTE board,
driving the planning for Fall Institutes of the future, traveling to the WBEA conference in February, and
engaging the business teachers of Montana.

Anyone with questions should please reach out to President Mandy at
mandy.wichman@hobson.k12.mt.us. Cheers to a great year!

MBEA Offering Fall Institute First-Time Attendee $cholarship

The Montana Business Education Association (MBEA) is offering a scholarship for Montana Business
Educators attending the Montana ACTE Fall Institute for the first time this fall.
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The scholarship will be awarded based on financial need and distance from the conference.

The deadline for scholarship application submissions is October 15, 2022. The 2022 Institute is being held
in Billings on October 20 & 21 at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center.

Scholarship recipients will receive a check in the mail following attendance at the conference. Being
present at the MBEA business meeting at 8:00 am on Friday, October 21 is mandatory.

Stock Market Game Registration for Fall Semester Open Now

Registration is open for teams for the Fall 2022 Stock Market Game which will run from October 3 to
December 9, 2022.

Glacier Bancorp and their family of Montana Banks will sponsor all team fees, ($15/team) for all teams
with two (2) or more students enrolled, maximum size is five (5) students per team.

Glacier Bancorp will also provide prize money to the top five (5) winning teams this semester. New this
year, there will be two competitions, a high school region and a junior high age region. The top team in
each region will receive $500.00.

You can learn more and register at stockmarketgame.org. New teacher and classroom resources have
been added this year, the Montana Council on Economic Education (MCEE) hopes you can join them in
expanding investor education with a chance to earn real money at no cost based on the generous
sponsors.

For questions, please contact MCEE Executive Director Dax Schieffer at mcee@montanan.edu.

Registration Now Open for the Fall 2022 edition of the Big Sky Biz Sim

Montana’s premiere student business simulation is back for the Fall Semester 2022. Registration is open
for the Big Sky Biz Sim by First Interstate Bank with registration closing September 21 at 5 p.m.

This is an in-class business simulation where students make all of the operating decisions for their
business to produce, sell, and distribute widgets.

The decision inputs are then matched against other teams competing across Montana for the highest stock
market price at the end of eight quarters, (weeks in the simulation).

With the new partnership with First Interstate Bank, the game has been streamlined for teachers and
modernized to manage against potential remote learning disruptions. The Biz Sim software and game has
been in schools in Montana since 2000 with over 28,000 students participating with the support of the
Montana State Chamber Foundation.

The Montana Council on Economic Education believes strongly in education through experiential learning.
Students who participate will learn teamwork, communication, flexibility, problem solving, critical thinking
and grit. All skills that will serve students and their future employers. When students experience the ups
and downs of their profitability based on their decisions, they not only will be taught the fundamentals of
managing a business, but set in a competition, the spark of entrepreneurship can be lit.

For additional information, resources, and registration, please visit the Montana Council on Economic
Education website.
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Registration is Now Open for the 2022 NICE K12 Cybersecurity Education Conference
Early Bird Registration for the 2022 NICE K12 Cybersecurity Education Conference is open now through
October 15.

The_ 2022 NICE K12 Cybersecurity Education Conference takes place on Monday and Tuesday, December
5-6, 2022, at the Marriott St. Louis Grand Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri. Pre-Conference Workshops will take
place on Saturday and Sunday, December 3-4, 2022.

This year's event will provide education and learning tools that educators and schools can use
immediately. The 2022 NICE K12 Conference will be jam-packed with keynote speakers, presentations,
panels, and break-out sessions covering five tracks:

--Track 1: Increasing Cybersecurity Career Awareness

--Track 2: Engaging Students Where Disciplines Converge

--Track 3: Stimulating Innovative Cybersecurity Educational Approaches
--Track 4: Promoting Cybersecurity Career Pathways

--Track 5: Promoting Cyber Awareness

The conference agenda will include over 30 LIVE programming sessions in St. Louis plus additional on-
demand videos that will be available to attendees for three months post-event. There will be abundant
networking opportunities including discussion boards, social groups, one-on-one meetups, and
gamification built into the agenda.

Join your fellow educators, administrators, school counselors, students, and representatives from
government and industry at what is sure to be an AWESOME event. The $275 Early Bird Registration
pricing lasts only until October 15, 2022, so get your tickets now.

Back-to-School Resources from Scratch

This month, Scratch knows many of you are in the midst of back to school season. Between class
planning, room decorating, and welcoming back students, it's a busy time. As the new year gets started,
Scratch wants to share creative coding resources, videos, activity guides, and a special Twitter event to
help you make this the most creative school year yet.

Scratch for Educators: get started with Scratch. Whether you are brand new to Scratch or a seasoned
creative coding educator, you will find valuable information about teacher accounts, tutorials, community
resources, and more in the all-in-one Getting Started blog. Check it out.

You're invited to join the Back to School #ScratchChat. On September 14 from 2-3 pm (MDT), join the
Scratch Team @Scratch on Twitter for their first ever Back to School #ScratchChat. Throughout the hour,
you can share with and learn from the global educator community about ways that they use Scratch and
Scratchl]r to empower learners of all ages.

Follow Scratch on YouTube. Have you checked out the Scratch Team YouTube channel? Stop by to find a
treasure trove of resources: from recordings of dozens of Scratch Conference sessions to interactive
project tutorials led by members of the Scratch Team. Explore the channel.

Explore the Scratch activity guides. The Ideas Page is full of tutorials embedded right in the Scratch
project editor! Encourage students to introduce themselves with Animate a Name, or bring themselves
into Scratch with Video Sensing. You can also download our free, printable Coding Cards for a physical
version of the tutorials. Get started here.

Did you know? You can also find all of Scratch’s tutorials in the Scratch app.
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Getting started with ScratchJr. Are you using Scratch]r with younger learners this year? Visit the ScratchJr
Activities page for tutorials to get your class started with creative coding. These activities will guide your
learners through creating their own dance parties, animated conversations, and more. Get started here.

Perkins Grant Deadline Extension

For Perkins 2022-2023 grants, Superintendent Arntzen has graciously allowed an extension on the
deadline to September 30, 2022. Grants will need to be completed and approved as quickly as possible to
meet this new deadline.

In order to assist you with completing applications or making any corrections to returned applications the
CTE Specialists will again be holding virtual office hours on Zoom September 6 through September 9,
2022 from 7 am to 4 pm. You can access that Zoom anytime during the day and one or more of the CTE
team members will be available to help.

There are also resources on the OPI’s Perkins V webpage to assist with applications.

--Application PowerPoint Guide

--Perkins Local Use of Funds

--Preliminary Allocation Awards

--Fillable CLNA Update Assessment Worksheet
--Perkins Liaison List

--Egrants Login
--Perkins Virtual Office Zoom Link

Computer Science Teachers Association Announces the New Montana Chapter

Montana now has a state-level chapter of the Computer Science Teachers Association (CSTA). CSTA
Montana is a professional organization whose mission is to empower, engage, and advocate for K-12
teachers using computer science in their classrooms. As a member of CSTA Montana, you have the power
to connect with over 19,000 CS teachers from around the globe as well as find strength in your local
community here in Montana.

Basic membership in the Computer Science Teachers Association is free and provides access to all CSTA
resources and events.

CSTA Montana will hold virtual and regional in-person meetings throughout the year to provide
opportunities for networking, sharing resources, engaging in professional development, discussing best
practices, and learning new content. The first virtual meeting will take place Wednesday, September 28,
4:30-6:30 pm (MDT). CSTA Montana hopes to see you there. More information will be shared regarding
the agenda and the link for the virtual room as it gets closer. For now, please save that date.

CSTA Montana was recently approved by the national organization and have not yet fully set up their
outreach technologies. Be sure to follow CSTA Montana on Twitter (@CSTAMontana) and check out the
chapter site (montana.csteachers.org) for more information. If you know of any events or would like to
share some amazing things you do, please let them know at Montana@csteachers.org, and they will push
it out through social media.

CSTA Montana is very excited to continue the state-wide push for computer science education that began
with the creation of the Montana CS Standards by creating Montana’s largest computer science
department. CSTA Montana hopes that you will find a home here and be able to share what you do and
use the ideas that others share. CSTA Montana is here to support you in your professional goals.
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NBEA Calls for 2023 Convention Session Proposals
The National Business Education Association (NBEA) 2023 Annual Convention will be held in Kansas City,
April 3-6, 2023, and NBEA would like you to submit a proposal to present an educational session.

Chosen speakers will receive a $100 discount on the convention registration. Act fast, as NBEA
experienced a substantial increase in the number of proposals at the last convention, and are expecting
the same for 2023.

Make your proposal here or find out more about the 2023 convention at NBEA.org/Convention. The
deadline to submit proposals is October 15, 2022.

Download Montana Business Ed Curriculum Resources Updated for 2022-2023
Several of files have been updated within the shared Montana Business Education Curriculum Resources
Google Drive folder. You may bookmark the folder for future reference, bit.ly/MTBusEd22-23.

Updates include the Montana Business Education Planning Calendar for 2022-2023 (item #1 in the folder)
and the Business Professionals of America and DECA competitive event crosswalks within the Framework
for Business Education in Montana. You can download the complete Framework (item #3) or just the
Framework CTSO Crosswalks for 2022-2023 (item #4).

Additionally, you can download the TEAMS K-12 Course Codes Business & Marketing Education Manual for
2022-2023 (item #5) and a copy of the TEAMS Participation Report Worksheet to map your courses with
the correct course codes and list current enrollments to assist with your school’s TEAMS data for this year.
TEAMS will open September 1 for 2022-2023 school year data entry and close on November 1.

Please be sure all the data entered into TEAMS for your courses is correct as this data is used in part to
determine Perkins and State CTE funding.

Resources & Simulations from Intuit for Accounting and Financial Literacy/Personal Finance

Are you teaching accounting or a financial literacy/personal finance course and are looking to connect
students with some real-world applications? Intuit has resources and simulations you can use with your
students for TubroTax, Mint, and QuickBooks.

Mint also comes with a downloadable Teacher Toolkits with curriculum and student activities.

Visit Intuit’s Job Readiness and Education site today to get started.

2022-23 US Senate Youth Program Scholarships

The 2022-23 U.S. Senate Youth Program (USSYP) Scholarship application period opened on August 22,
2022, to Montana Juniors and Seniors who meet the USSYP gualifications.

Two students from Montana will be selected to receive one $10,000 scholarship each, along with a
required Washington Week Program, March 4-11, 2023. Attending the entire Washington Week public
service and leadership program and the college scholarship are one, inseparable award.

The application is now open on the OPI Student Scholarships & Student Exchange webpage and must be
submitted electronically by 11:59 pm, October 3, 2022.

For questions, contact Kristen Bokovoy, USSYP Coordinator, at Kristen.Bokovoy2@mt.gov 406.444.2417.
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Nominations now being accepted for MBEA Awards Program

The Montana Business Education Association (MBEA) is how accepting nominations for Outstanding New
Business Teacher, Outstanding Business Teacher, Distinguished Service Award, and Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Awards will be presented during the MBEA Business Meeting during the Montana ACTE Fall Institute in
Billings. The MBEA Business Meeting will be held Friday morning, October 21, from 8-9:30 am at the
Billings Hotel & Convention Center.

Nominations can be submitted online. For questions about the nomination process, please contact MBEA
Past President Calie Wineinger.

TEAMS Virtual Work Sessions Scheduled for September and October

The Accreditation and Educator Preparation unit is offering 14 virtual work sessions in September and
October to assist with completing the Terms of Employment, Accreditation, and Master Schedule (TEAMS)
report.

They are all via Zoom and you do not need to register beforehand. There are five (5) sessions intended for
new users and nine (9) sessions for returning users that discuss FY2023 Updates.

The complete 2022-2023 TEAMS Virtual Work Sessions Schedule can be downloaded here. The first
session will be held September 19. The deadline to submit TEAMS data is November 1.

Applications for 2022-2023 Perkins Rural Reserve Grants Now Open

Applications for the Montana Perkins Secondary Rural Reserve Grant can be submitted for the 2022-2023
grant cycle. The purpose of this year’s Montana Perkins Secondary Rural Reserve grant is to create career
awareness, recruit, and retain students within a CTE Secondary Program of Study that leads to a high
skill, high wage, or in-demand occupations.

There are currently 176 schools offering over 260 Career and Technical Education courses to students in
grades 5-8 in our Montana schools. The most offered course is in career exploration. Since Montana does
not receive enough funding to allow us to provide Perkins funding for middle school programs this year’s
Rural Reserve Grant will be to encourage pathway work for the middle grades.

Schools could use the funds to help:

--establish innovative delivery methods for career exploration

--expose students to employability skills earlier

--establish foundational elements for work-based learning

--improve transitions from middle grades into secondary Career and Technical Education pathways.

Grants of up to $5,000 each will be available to secondary Perkins eligible school districts to support CTE
work in the middle grades (5-8). Schools will have had to complete the Perkins Comprehensive Local
Needs Assessment (CLNA), and their E-Grant application must be approved for the 2022-2023 Grant cycle
before applying.

Schools that were awarded in previous years are eligible to apply, however, preference will be given to

new applicants. The 2022-2023 application can be downloaded from the CTE page of the OPI website
under the Funding menu.
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Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program

As an employee of a local public school system, you may qualify for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness
(PSLF) Program. PSLF is a federal program that forgives the remaining balance on direct loans after 120
qualifying monthly payments under a qualifying repayment plan while an individual is working full-time for
a qualifying employer.

Last year, the U.S. Department of Education announced a time-limited waiver to allow borrowers to
receive credit for past periods of repayment that would otherwise not qualify for loan forgiveness. Under
the temporary waiver, any prior period of repayment counts as a qualifying payment, regardless of loan
program, repayment plan, or whether the payment was made in full or on time, provided the employment
requirements are satisfied.

The waiver is only available for a limited time. The deadline to submit the PSLF Application for the waiver
is October 31, 2022. Individual employees are responsible for submitting all necessary forms to the U.S.
Department of Education. Requests for employment certification should be directed to campus human
resources.

More information, including a handy Help Tool to determine eligibility and FAQs about the PSLF program,
is available here.

Adobe MAX 2022 Again Offering a Virtual Option (for FREE) if you can’t get to LA

Adobe MAX: The Creative Conference will be held October 18-20 in Los Angeles; however, Adobe is again
offering a virtual option.

For the in-person option in LA, educators can register for $1295 and students for $299. The LA conference
will be held at the Los Angeles Convention Center with several hotel options.

The virtual option is being offered for FREE and includes 100+ online sessions, mainstage presentations,
luminary sessions, and shop and sponsor giveaways.

Visit the Adobe MAX site for complete details and to register. If you participate in Adobe MAX, be sure to
work with your district/school to receive OPI renewal units.

Fun Facts & Trivia
Dumbo, the movie about a baby circus elephant born with huge ears, was released on October 23, 1941.

Cliff Edwards, who was the voice of Jiminy Cricket in Pinocchio, was the voice of the character Dandy
Crow.

The film won an Oscar for Best Scoring of a Motion Picture and was nominated for Best Song for “Baby
Mine”.

Coming after two expensive movies (Fantasia and Pinocchio) the previous year, Dumbo was made for only
$812,000, partly because it was able to move very quickly through the animation department due to its
succinct story and clearcut characters.

Dumbo had been scheduled for the cover of Time magazine at the time of its general release in December
1941, but a much more momentous event occurred—Pearl Harbor—and Dumbo was supplanted by
Japanese General Yamamoto.
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Dumbo Disney’s shortest feature-length movie with a run time of 64 minutes.
The movie is based on the book Dumbo the Flying Elephant, written by Helen Aberson and Harold Pearl.

Dumbo the Flying Elephant is an aerial carousel-style ride located in Fantasyland at Disney parks around
the world.

The original Dumbo the Flying Elephant ride opened at Disneyland on August 16, 1955.

The Dumbo the Flying Elephant ride can be found at Disneyland in Anaheim, Walt Disney World's Magic
Kingdom in Orlando, Tokyo Disneyland, Disneyland Park, Hong Kong Disneyland, and Shanghai
Disneyland.

Dumbo the Flying Elephant is the only attraction that can be found at all six Disney castle parks
worldwide.

The name dumbo octopus refers not just to one species but to an entire genus of deep-sea umbrella
octopuses, noted for their fins that resemble Dumbo the elephant’s ears.

There are at least 15 species of dumbo octopuses, and like all umbrella octopuses, their arms are
connected by a web of skin, causing them to resemble umbrellas when their arms are spread apart.

September 22 is Elephant Appreciation Day.

Elephants are a “keystone species,” meaning they are relied upon by entire ecosystems for the survival of
many other species of plants and animals.

Native to Sub-Saharan Africa, African elephants live in close-knit family groups of 2 to 40 related females
and their calves.

The herd is led by a matriarch who has the experience—and memory—to lead them to watering holes and
feeding grounds she may not have seen in decades.

Issues of the Wednesday Reader are archived on the Montana Business Education Association (MBEA)
website at www.mbea.info. The Wednesday Readers are under the Newsletter section and listed most
recent first.

Eric Swenson
Business Education Specialist Learning that works for Montana
Montana Office of Public Instruction ™
PO Box 202501 C TE

Helena, MT 59620-2501

406.444.7991

406.444.1373 (Fax)

eswenson@mt.gov

"You don't make decisions because they are easy,; you don't make them because they are cheap; you don't make
them because they're popular; you make them because they're right." ~Rev. Theodore Hesburgh
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