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THE WEDNESDAY READER 

May 18, 2022 

 

Today's edition of the Wednesday Reader will be the last one for the 2021-2022 school year. Thank you all for 
sharing information, opportunities, and resources throughout the year. The Wednesday Reader will return 
August 24 or the 2022-2023 school year. Have a great summer. ~Eric 

 

Get Preapproved for OPI Renewal Units for Summer Virtual & Out-of-State PD Events 

Are you planning to participate in a virtual training this summer or heading out of state for a 

conference? If so, be sure to work with your local district/school to earn OPI Renewal Units for your 
participation.  

 
The Office of Public Instruction no longer approves and/or awards OPI Renewal Units for events held 

out-of-state or virtually; the events and renewal units are approved by local districts. Check with your 

school to determine the documentation required for pre-approval and the awarding of units. 

 

Think Summer & Register for Montana Business Education Summer Update 2022 Workshops 

Registration is now open for the Montana Business Education Summer Update 2022 workshops. The 

Summer Update 2022 will be held at three (3) different locations across the state. The deadline for 
registration is Friday, June 24, 2022 

 
--Billings: Wednesday, July 27 @ Skyview High School 

--Kalispell: Tuesday, August 2 @ Glacier High School 
--Helena: Thursday, August 4 @ Capital High School 

 

Topics will include, but not be limited to, the Color Accounting Learning System, engaging activities for 
your accounting students, cybersecurity, and Montana Business Education and CTE curriculum and 

funding updates. 
 

While the Summer Update is free, registration is required for materials planning to ensure everyone 
attending goes home with all the resources.. 

 
Participants are responsible for their own travel. For planning purposes, plan to arrive at your site no 

later than 9 am and the day will conclude by 4 pm. There will be an hour break for lunch, on your own. 

OPI renewal units will be available. 
 

NGPF Nearpod License Grant Opportunity 

Next Gen Personal Finance (NGPF) still has Nearpod license grants open and available for teachers on 

a rolling basis. Do not miss out—apply today. 
 

To date, over 1,300 personal finance teachers nationwide have taken advantage of this opportunity 
and more than 4.5 million students have joined lessons. 

 
Recently, NGPF further expanded their partnership with Nearpod and added even more of their own 

content to the platform to make it easier for you to use. 

 
If you are chosen as a recipient, you will get access to one Premium Plus level Nearpod license with all 

of the bells and whistles, including access to Nearpod’s 8,500+ pre-created lessons. Of course, you will 
also have easy access to NGPF’s Nine-Week Course, Semester Course, Middle School Course, and Mini-

Unit Nearpod lessons. 

https://bit.ly/MTBusEdSummerUpdate2022
https://bit.ly/MTBusEdSummerUpdate2022
https://bit.ly/MTBusEdSummerUpdate2022
https://www.ngpf.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzpCg1Qwqcv0F9_sQWh6ZZcnHzzRegNTxPqUvc08TOdTluIw/viewform
https://thejournal.com/articles/2022/04/22/nearpod-adds-more-free-next-gen-personal-finance-lessons-to-its-platform.aspx
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Factors that will be considered while reviewing applications: 

 

--If you teach a personal finance or personal finance-related course 
--Your prior experience with Nearpod 

--How you plan on using Nearpod with your students 
 

Apply today. 
 

Learn Minecraft for Free & Online with the Minecraft Education Edition Teacher Academy 

Minecraft: Education Edition Teacher Academy is comprised of three sections and eleven modules 

which focus on the use of Minecraft: Education Edition as a teaching and learning tool designed to 
support strong pedagogical practices in the learning environment. The modules are divided into three 

sections intended for beginner, intermediate, and advanced users. At the end of this learning path, you 
will become a Minecraft Certified Teacher and receive the badge. 

 

Path participants will learn: 
 

--Basic mechanics of downloading, setting up and logging into Minecraft: Education Edition 
--In-game play by exploring movement within the game as well as learning the process for placing and 

breaking blocks 
--In-game features to use as tools for assessment and feedback 

--The process of creating build challenges utilizing game-based strategies 
--Key features of world management and classroom settings 

--Tips on classroom management and readiness 

--An understanding of basic in-game coding 
--Skills that allow for learner collaboration, creativity, and communication 

--How to incorporate engineering practices 
--Chemistry and Science in-game functionality 

--How the game supports learner inquiry and curiosity 
 

Minecraft: Education Edition Teacher Academy includes 11 hours of instruction using videos, PDFs of 
the written steps, and tutorial worlds to guide you as you work in the Minecraft: Education Edition 

platform on your device. 
 

Submit a Scholarship App to Attend the Jump$tart National Educator Conference in Atlanta 

Teachers, sponsors, speakers, exhibitors, and other supporters of financial education are gathering 
November 4-6 for the 13th annual Jump$tart National Educator Conference at the Loews Atlanta Hotel 

in Atlanta, Georgia, to confirm the actionable impact of effective financial education in the classroom. 
 

The Jump$tart National Educator Conference aligns with the Coalition’s three strategic pillars: 
communication, collaboration, and support for effectiveness in financial education. The conference also 

supports the goals of Project Groundswell and #CheckYourSchool, Jump$tart’s campaign to increase 
and improve financial education in elementary, middle, and high schools across the country. 

 

For teachers, the Jump$tart National Educator Conference remains an all-scholarship event. Through 
the generosity of our scholarship providers and other donors, teacher participants are provided full 

conference registration, two hotel nights, and six conference meals. 
 

Teachers interested in attending the Jump$tart National Educator Conference must apply for 
scholarship unless you receive one from one of the Jump$tart participating partners and state 

coalitions. The deadline to apply for a Jump$tart scholarship is August 19, 2022. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzpCg1Qwqcv0F9_sQWh6ZZcnHzzRegNTxPqUvc08TOdTluIw/viewform
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/paths/minecraft-teacher-academy/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/paths/minecraft-teacher-academy/
https://www.jumpstart.org/what-we-do/nec/2022-nec/
https://www.jumpstart.org/what-we-do/nec/2022-nec/
https://www.jumpstart.org/scholarship-application/
https://www.jumpstart.org/scholarship-application/
https://www.jumpstart.org/scholarship-application/
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Mark Your Calendars & Plan Your Budgets for 2022-2023 Events 

Below is a preview of some of the planned Career & Technical Education & Business Education 
professional development for the 2022-2023 school year.  

 
Adobe MAX 2022 

-October 18-20; Virtual & Los Angeles, California 
 

New CTE Professionals Workshop 2022 
--Virtual Sessions (TBD) & In-person session October 19; Billings Hotel & Convention Center 

 

Montana ACTE Institute 2022 
--October 20-21; Billings Hotel & Convention Center 

 
Jump$tart National Educator Conference 2022 

--November 5-6; Atlanta, Georgia 
--See information below for the conference scholarship program 

 
ACTE’s CareerTech VISION 2022 

--November 30-December 3; Las Vegas, Nevada 

 
NICE K12 Cybersecurity Education Conference 

--December 4-6; St. Louis, Missouri 
 

Western Business Education Association 2023 Conference 
--February 16-19; Best Western Premier Great Northern Helena 

 
National Business Education Association 2023 Convention 

--April 3-6; Kansas City, Missouri 

 
ACTE Region 5 Leadership 2023 Conference 

--April 12-15, 2023; Fargo, North Dakota 
 

International Society for Technology in Education’s ISTELive 2023 
--June 25-28; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

CYBER.ORG Offering Two Cybersecurity Bootcamps—Free & Virtual, Pick June or July 

CYBER.ORG is offering a free and virtual teacher bootcamp to prepare teachers to teach CYBER.ORG’s 
High School Cybersecurity course. 

 

The first Cybersecurity Bootcamp will be held June 13-17 with a second camp option July 18-22.  
 

This event is a full five-day professional development that will be a mixture of both asynchronous and 
synchronous learning. Participants will meet each morning to learn new cybersecurity content and run 

through a class from the student’s perspective.  
 

Attendees will work through challenging and technical labs with the CYBER.ORG staff while running 
through less challenging labs on their own. Attendees will also review selected Case Studies on their 

own and then discuss as a whole group. Each lab and case study will have a reflection document where 

participants will explain what they have achieved, learned, and require further support from each lab. 
 

https://www.adobe.com/max.html
http://www.montanaacte.org/
https://www.jumpstart.org/what-we-do/nec/2022-nec/
https://www.careertechvision.com/
https://www.k12cybersecurityconference.org/
https://bit.ly/WBEA2023
http://www.nbea.org/
https://www.acteonline.org/state_region/region-v/
https://conference.iste.org/2022/about/
https://cyber.org/events/cyberorg-cybersecurity-bootcamp
https://cyber.org/
https://cyber.org/events
https://cyber.org/events
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Adobe MAX 2022—Returning to In-Person & Continuing with Virtual Option 

Adobe MAX will back as an in-person event on October 18-20, 2022, in Los Angeles, with 

preconference on October 16-17. Registration begins in July, with pricing and other details to come 
soon. Once again, the virtual event will be totally free to attend. 

 

Save the dates and start making plans to attend in person or virtually, for the creative event of the 
year, and get ready for three full days of inspiration. Hear from top creative speakers and learn about 

all the latest tools to take your skills to the next level. Connect with the MAX community and get 
recharged with new creative energy. 

 
Join the MAX mailing list to stay updated on conference news and be the first to know when 

registration opens. 
 

Looking for inspiration right now? Be sure check out the 400+ sessions from MAX 2021, on demand. 

 

MountainMoot 2022 Registration is Open with Moodle, Google Classroom, & EdTech Sessions 

Do you use Moodle or Google Classroom at your school? If so, you should consider attending the 
Moodle’s MountainMoot this summer, July 20-22, on the Carroll College campus in Helena. 

MountainMoot 2022 will be in-person this year.  
 

Each day will be filled with sessions about how to use Moodle, course design, unique uses, and more. 
Sessions target both advanced and beginning users, so do not shy away if you are just getting started. 

Think about submitting a presentation proposal as well. 
 

Mountain Moot will also host an EdTech and online Engagement for K-12, Higher Ed, and Government 

& Business sessions. The frontier of educational technology can be a daunting place. If you are 
wondering which products fit your teaching goals, or even need to frame your teaching goals for the 

21st century, the experts at MountainMoot can help you out. Participate in practical EdTech sessions 
that will help you engage your students. 

 
Online registration for MountainMoot is open. Visit the MountainMoot 2002 website for additional 

information. 
 

Registration is Open for NGPF Summer Certification Courses—Cohort #23 and Cohort #24 

Next Gen Personal Finance (NGPF) announces registration is now open for Cohort #23 and Cohort #24 

summer certification courses. 

 
Participants can choose the summer certification courses best fitting summer schedules.  

 
--Cohort #23: June 6-21 

--Cohort #24: July 27-July 13 
 

Complete one, or more, of the three-week, nine-hour courses to become certified in specific personal 
finance topics.  

 

NGPF Certification Courses are a perfect way to spend your summer and: 
 

--Increase your confidence in your personal finance content knowledge. 
--Have ready-to-implement resources to bring to your students. 

--Empower yourself as an expert at your school site. 
 

https://www.adobe.com/max.html
https://www.adobe.com/max.html#max-mailing-list
https://www.adobe.com/max/2021/sessions.html
http://mountainmoot.com/
http://mountainmoot.com/
http://mountainmoot.com/
http://mountainmoot.com/
https://www.ngpf.org/
https://www.ngpf.org/certification-course
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--Earn a Certification Badge to share on your email signature, resume, and LinkedIn. 
--Get a head start on earning your credits for the new NGPF Academy year that begins June 1. 

 
The courses available throughout the summer include— 

 
--Advanced Investing 

--Banking & Budgeting 
--Behavioral Economics 

--Career 

--Credit 
--Cryptocurrency Basics 

--Insurance 
--Paying for College 

--Psychology of Money 
 

Learn more and register today by visiting the NGPF Certification Courses page. 
 

If you plan to complete one, or more, of the summer courses, be sure to work with your district/school 

to receive OPI renewal units. 
 

Business & Marketing Montana Career Pathways Sent Out for Review and Approval 

Over the past couple of weeks, following the review of the Business & Marketing Participation Reports 

from 2021-2022 school year, Pathway Approval Form(s) for Montana’s Business & Marketing Education 
programs’ Montana Career Pathways were sent out via email.  

 
The courses within the Pathway Approval Form are those most closely related to those in the OPI’s 

Montana Career Pathways’ Secondary Programs of Study. In reviewing the CTE Participation Reports 
and putting the Pathway Approval Forms, I have tried to ensure all courses taught are listed in at least 

one pathway. 

 
If your program has more than one pathway, the Excel sent in the email will have a sheet for each 

pathway. All pathways require at least one (1) credit/two (2) semesters of foundation coursework and 
at least one (1) credit/two (2) semesters of elective, or advanced, coursework.   

 
If you would like to view all the courses within your CTE Participation Report, please let me know. 

Keep in mind the data in this year’s CTE Participation Reports cannot be changed, but the data can be 
updated when information is entered into TEAMS for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 

To finalize the Pathway Approval Form(s), please complete the following steps. 
 

1. Review the courses and related information listed in the form and note any necessary 
updates/corrections. 

 
2. List any additional courses offerings not offered this year, but may be offered on an 

alternating/rotating schedule basis. 
 

3. Include any Work-Based Learning experiences provided by the program &/or the school (a Work-

Based Learning Manual can be downloaded from the OPI website). 
 

4. Identify any Dual Enrollment course offerings and/or Industry Recognized Credentials available 
within the program area. 

 

https://www.ngpf.org/certification-course/
https://www.ngpf.org/certification-course/
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Career-Technical-Education-CTE/Montana-Career-Pathways-Secondary-Programs-of-Study
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GyycPUtcJ4M%3d&portalid=182
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GyycPUtcJ4M%3d&portalid=182
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When completed, please key your name, or the name of the individual who approved the data within 
the form, and the date.  

 
Save a copy for your records and email the Excel file/form(s) back to me at eswenson@mt.gov by 

Saturday, May 30.  
 

With Perkins V, CTE concentrators for Perkins reporting are identified by Montana Career Pathway 
instead of CTE program area. Therefore, please share your approved pathway(s) with those who work 

with your school/district Perkins data as these will be the available pathways for next year’s reporting. 

All approved pathways from the 2021-2022 school year for a district will be listed in the Perkins E-
grant application for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 
Thank you for your time to review and complete the Pathway Approval Form(s) and please let me 

know if there are any questions or if any additional information is needed. 
 

Save the Date for the 2023 ACTE Region V Leadership Conference—Lets All Go to Fargo 

The North Dakota Association for Career & Technical Association is very excited about next year’s ACTE 

Region V Leadership Conference, and they are hoping you will consider joining them April 12-15, 2023, 
at the Delta Hotels by Marriott in Fargo, North Dakota. 

 

The theme is “CTE: A World of Opportunities,” and the conference will bring quality speakers on timely 
subject matters relevant to educational professionals of Career and Technical Education. Region V of 

ACTE encompasses 16 midwestern/western states, and NDACTE is expecting 200+ educators to 
participate in the conference. The Association for Career & Technical Education and Region V are the 

leading sources of information and networking opportunities for Career and Technical Educators 
nationwide. Plan now to attend and present. 

 
Room rates for the ACTE Region V Leadership Conference 2023 at the Delta Hotels by Marriott start at 

$119 + tax.  

 
As additional information comes available, updates, agenda and call for presenters will be posted on 

the NDACTE website. 
 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month 

If you are looking for additional lessons around mental health and well-being for May, EVERFI has you 

covered with the Mental Health Resource Hub. 
 

EVERFI and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Montana have partnered to provide Mental Wellness Basics for all 
Montana schools. This four lesson, 60 minute course introduces middle and high school students to 

mental health education. Get your students started on the course in May and be entered to win a $100 

amazon gift card donation to your classroom! New teachers can get started at everfi.com/newteacher. 
 

Additionally, get in on EVERFI's Learn Til the Last Day Spring Giveaway, with more chances to win all 
sorts of prizes, including gift cards from $500-$1000. 

 
Lastly, teachers, need to give your own Mental Health some love? Find some quick lessons on how to 

support your own mental health here. 
 

Want help getting set up, or have a virtual visitor get your class started? Contact Sean at 

sthomas@everfi.com.  

mailto:eswenson@mt.gov
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/farde-delta-hotels-fargo/overview/
file://///state.mt.ads/opi/users/CP8200/Swenson,%20Eric/Wednesday%20Reader/2021-2022/acteonline.org
https://www.acteonline.org/state_region/region-v/
https://northdakotaacte.weebly.com/
file://///state.mt.ads/opi/users/CP8200/Swenson,%20Eric/Wednesday%20Reader/2021-2022/everfi.com
https://everfi.com/k-12/mental-health-awareness-month
http://everfi.com/newteacher
https://everfi.com/k-12/learn-til-the-last-day-2022/
https://bcbsmt.everfi-next.net/welcome/wellness-center
mailto:sthomas@everfi.com
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Registration is Now Open for the University of Montana Dual Enrollment Summit 
Calling all educators, staff, and administrators of high schools and colleges (two-year or four-year). 

The University of Montana Missoula College, along with the University of Montana Summer Office and 
Reach Higher Montana, invite you to join them for the Montana Dual Enrollment Summit taking place 

in-person, June 20-21, 2022. Registration is now open. 

 
The sessions will be aimed at the professional development of others, with the common goals of 

celebrating the current successes and highlighting the best practices of dual enrollment in Montana, as 
well as improving the quality of Montana dual enrollment. The $75 conference registration fee is 

waived for presenters. 
 

If you have any other questions, please reach out to Jordan Patterson in the UM Dual Enrollment Office 
or to Becka Simons in the UM Summer Office. 

 

Carnegie Mellon University CS Academy—Free Virtual Summer Professional Learning 

Carnegie Mellon University is hosting free, virtual trainings this summer for their Computer Science 

Academy curriculum. 
 

Sign up today for one of the virtual 21-hour summer training opportunities— 
 

--June 20-23 
--July 18-22 

--August 1-3 
 

The 21-hour Summer Training covers the Carnegie Mellon University CS Academy CS1, CS0 and AP 

Computer Science Principles curriculum and is available to those planning to teach CS1, CS0, or the 
CMU APCSP Modules in their classrooms for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 
This year training will be offered for the CS2 curriculum for educators who are already teaching 

CMU CS Academy and would like to teach the CS2 curriculum in their classrooms for the 2022-2023 
school year. Dates for CS2 training are TBD. 

 
The staff at Carnegie Mellon University will cover all major topics in the curriculum, spend time 

exploring the website and also spend time on topics like 'CS Pedagogy', ‘Culturally Responsive 

Teaching in a CS Classroom’, and 'Building interest in CS at your School'. 
 

No prior experience is required for the training. 
 

Registration Now Open for the Teaching Economics Professional Development Seminar 

Registration is now open for the summer Teaching Economics Professional Development Seminar. The 

Montana Council on Economic Education (MCEE) is pleased to offer Montana educators the no-cost 
professional development seminar on July 14-15, 2022, at Montana State University. 

 
This is an opportunity to improve teaching economics and personal finance led by leading researchers 

and instructors at Montana State University. MCEE and its sponsors will cover lodging, meals, 

materials, and mileage to Bozeman to remove any barriers to participation. 
 

The program will be structured in alignment of the new Economics State Standards with opportunity to 
earn 14 renewal unit credit hours. MCEE and its board of directors will host its Celebration of Teachers 

dinner the evening of July 14. 
 

https://www.umt.edu/ces/conferences/dual-enrollment/
https://www.umt.edu/ces/conferences/dual-enrollment/
mailto:jordan.patterson@mso.umt.edu
mailto:becka.simons@mso.umt.edu
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/professional-development
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/course-info
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/course-info
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/course-info
https://academy.cs.cmu.edu/course-info
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sLdOnEHeoeejs-yY9SlPEBz5aHIDn546GuyXjEUEJtc/edit
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-mcee-teacher-training-registration-326932352467
https://econedmontana.org/
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Enjoy two days in beautiful Bozeman, Montana, on the MSU Campus. Classes will be offered in Linfield 
Hall. Teacher's lodging will be on campus. 

 
MCEE and sponsors will cover expenses for: 

 
--Lodging 

--Mileage 
--Meals 

--Parking 

--Class Materials 
 

Complete your registration today. Registration will be limited to the first 25 registered teachers. 
 

Please feel free to email mcee@montana.edu for any questions or clarifications in the meantime. 
 

Stukent ProfCon 2022—Free Virtual Conference for Business & Marketing Educators in June 

Stukent is hosting ProfCon 2022 virtually, for free, June 15-17, 2022. ProfCon 2022 participants will 

experience three days of growth and fun as they learn the latest in business and marketing education 
materials from fellow educators and industry professionals and prepare for class with free resources. 

 

As a digital courseware provider, Stukent takes education beyond the bounds of traditional textbook 
publishing. Stukent offers curriculum for principles of marketing, social media marketing, and personal 

finance. 
 

All Stukent digital textbooks are refreshed every year to keep up with the fast-paced digital and social 
media industry. Textbooks contain lesson plans, video content, instructor notes and slides, case 

studies, quizzes and more. Stukent is a firm believer in providing students with as much real-world 
experience as possible in an academic environment. The Mimic simulation platform features the world’s 

#1 digital marketing simulation and the world’s first social media marketing simulation. 

 
Visit ProfCon 2022 to learn more about the #1 digital marketing conference for educators and to 

submit your registration for this free, three-day, event. 
 

Summer 2022 Computer Science Professional Development for Montana Teachers 

Four unique professional development opportunities in the Joy and Beauty of Computing (JBC), the Joy 

and Beauty of Data (JBD), Mobile CSP, and Python Modules during the summer of 2022. Spots are 
limited so register today. 

 
All classes are geared towards Montana high school and middle school teachers who would like to offer 

these courses in their local schools. Dates for classes are listed below. 

 
Accepted participants will receive a stipend ranging from $360-$600 upon successful completion of the 

professional development. Some additional stipends are available for teachers who integrate the 
professional development curriculum in their high school classroom(s) during the upcoming 22/23 

academic year. Travel and housing for face-to-face PDs is also included. 
 

Participants can earn up to 40 renewal credits per class. 
 

Python Modules 

Learn how to integrate modules that emphasize Python programming and computational thinking into 
high school science and math classes. Modules are fully developed and ready to go. They vary in 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-mcee-teacher-training-registration-326932352467
mailto:mcee@montana.edu
https://www.stukent.com/
https://www.stukent.com/profcon/
https://www.stukent.com/
https://www.stukent.com/high-school/principles-of-marketing-bundle/
https://www.stukent.com/high-school/social-media-marketing-bundle/
https://www.stukent.com/high-school/mimic-personal-finance/
https://www.stukent.com/high-school/mimic-personal-finance/
https://www.stukent.com/
https://www.stukent.com/profcon/
https://umt.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5zkDLjYFLcbsWvc
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length and difficulty. Opportunities to develop custom modules for your own classes will be provided 
and supported. 

--Location: Online, synchronous attendance only. 
--Dates: July, exact dates still TBD 

--Class length: 3 days 
--Stipend: $360 

--Questions? Contact yolanda.reimer@mso.umt.edu  
 

Joy and Beauty of Computing (JBC) 

Joy and Beauty of Computing (JBC) offers students an overview of the world of computing, as well as a 
gentle introduction to computational thinking using the Python programming language. It examines  

the computing field and how it impacts the human condition and introduces exciting ideas and 
influential people. 

--Location: Missoula, face-to-face only 

--Dates: July 18-22, 2022 

--Class length: 5 days 
--Stipend: $600 

--Questions? Contact jbraun@mtech.edu  
 

Joy and Beauty of Data (JBD) 

Pre-requisite: Joy and Beauty of Computing 
--Location: Missoula, face-to-face only 

--Dates: July 18-22, 2022 
--Class length: 5 days 

--Stipend: $600 
--Questions? Contact hunter.lloyd@montana.edu  

 
Mobile Computer Science Principles (CSP) 

Mobile CSP is based on the College Board's emerging Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science 

Principles curriculum framework for introductory computer science. Students will learn computer 
science by building socially useful mobile apps. In addition to programming and computer science 

principles, the course is project-based and emphasizes writing, communication, collaboration, and 
creativity. Details about the course curriculum can be found at mobile-csp.org. 

--Location: Online only 

--Dates: TBD 
--Class length: 5 days 

--Stipend: $600 
--Questions? Contact stacy_dolderer@gfps.k12.mt.us 

 

Summer Professional Development from Code.org 

Code.org, and regional training partner Avid, are offering professional development opportunities for 

Computer Science Discoveries and Computer Science Principles during the summer 2022. 
 

Computer Science Discoveries is designed for grades 6-10 and Computer Science Principles is for 
grades 9-12. Curriculum is open-source and available at no cost.  

 
Trainings for each curriculum/course is nine (9) days total. This includes a five-day (week-long) 

summer training and four one-day workshops (all virtual) spread throughout academic year (usually 
one per quarter). This equals roughly 54 hours of professional learning.  

 

Summer trainings will be held in-person in Seattle (WA), June 27-July 1, and virtually August 1-5. 
Click here for more information. 

mailto:yolanda.reimer@mso.umt.edu
mailto:jbraun@mtech.edu
mailto:hunter.lloyd@montana.edu
https://www.mobile-csp.org/
mailto:stacy_dolderer@gfps.k12.mt.us
file://///state.mt.ads/opi/users/CP8200/Swenson,%20Eric/Wednesday%20Reader/2021-2022/code.org
https://code.org/educate/csd
https://code.org/educate/csp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PACt9H2BZ0VUHugpWA3nalGW1WD5LWq3/view
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New for this year is AP Computer Science A, being piloted for first time in 2022-2023. Computer 
Science A is designed for grades 9-12 following the completion of Computer Science Discoveries or 

Computer Science Principles. 
 

Training for AP Computer Science A will be held June 27-July 1 in Seattle (WA) and in Boise (ID), 
August 1-5. Please note, a virtual training for Computer Science A is not available.  

 
The cost for all trainings is $1,500. Participants are responsible for their own food, travel, and lodging 

expenses. Scholarships are available to cover the cost for all 6-12 trainings, apply today. Scholarships 

are awarded based on availability to those with the highest site-based level of need, factoring in two 
federally identified criterion: (1) percentage of students at the site (local district/school) receiving free-

and-reduced meals; and (2) percentage of students at the site (local district/school) who are part of 
an underrepresented community. 

 
Renewal units or college credit (vis UC San Diego) are available. 

 
Interested in information and training for grades K-5? Trainings for Computer Science Fundamentals 

are also being offered this spring and summer. Click here for more details. 

 
For any questions, please contact Ty Stevenson at code@avid.org. 
 

Horatio Alger Career & Technical Scholarship Program 

The Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished Americans is accepting applications for its Career & 
Technical Scholarship Program, which will award up to $2,500. Please share with your students. 

 
Applicants must 

 
--have completed high school (or earned high school equivalency) by summer 2022. 

--be enrolled in a two-year or less career or technical degree/certificate program in the fall that will 

lead to employment. 
--attend a not-for-profit post-secondary institution. 

--demonstrate financial need; applicants must be Pell Grant eligible. 
--be under the age of 30. 

--be a United States citizen. 
 

The priority deadline is June 15, 2022. Applications will continue to be accepted until all scholarships 
have been awarded. 

 

Fun Facts & Trivia 

Released in 1986 by Milton Bradley, Fireball Island is a three-dimensional board game that challenges 

would-be fortune hunters to capture the Firestone jewel from the volatile island idol, Vul-Kar, before 
making a quick escape to the getaway boat. 

 

The roll-and-move game starts with players rolling the single die to move along the board, making 
their way up the mountain toward the Firestone gem guarded by Vul-Kar.  

 

Fireballs (red marbles) threaten to knock players into a smoldering pit.  

 

Caves offer shortcuts up the mountain but can also result in a temporary regression down the 
mountain.  
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Bridges and magic charm tokens add additional elements of surprise along the way. 

 

A deck of instruction cards includes opportunities and setbacks.  

 

Players can earn extra rolls of the die, advance additional spaces, move backwards, cancel challenges 
attempted by opponents, and employ other fortune-hunter tricks. 

 

Once the jewel is captured, players race down the mountain in hopes of being the first with the jewel 
to reach the getaway boat.  

 

Players can steal the jewel from each other—an extra element of suspense. 

 

Fireball Island was republished as Fireball Island: The Curse of Vul-Kar in 2017 by Restoration Games.  

 

The game was crowdfunded through Kickstarter. 

 

The new Fireball Island game builds on the basic gameplay of the original and expands on it both in 
size and scope.  

 

The game board is made up of three 3D molds and provides more than a single path for explorers to 
move through and fireballs to bounce down as Vul-Kar spits them out of his tri-chute mouth.  

 

Instead of just retrieving the famed jewel sitting next to Vul-Kar's rotating head and making it back to 

the rowboat first without getting crushed by a fireball, the goal is to win the most points by completing 
different challenges and using cards to move your player and activate special traps on your fellow 

explorers before a "cataclysm" triggers a race back to the helicopter pad. 
 

There are five expansions created by Restoration Games for Fireball Island: The Curse of Vulcar. 

 

Wreck of the Crimson Cutlass – Adds a pirate ship gameboard island with additional treasures to 

collect on this island and cannonballs which can be launched. 
 

Crouching Tiger Hidden Bees – Adds yellow bee marbles, a launching tiger, and honey pot treasures. 

 

The Last Adventurer – Adds green snake marbles, a fifth player, and an idol treasure. 

 

Treasure Trove – Adds a full deck of cards, for up to four mini-expansions, with cards including Injury, 

Hangry, Legendary Artifacts, and Bonus Souvenirs. 
 

Spider Springs – Adds a new section of the gameboard that attaches to the main island with a spider 

launcher and submarine escape route. 

 

For some players, the Vul-Kar volcano may remind them of the erupting volcano at Rainforest Café. 

 

The Rainforest Café volcano erupts with fire every 30 minutes. 

 

Speaking of the Rainforest Café volcano, how many of you—or your students—have ordered a 
“Volcanoooo”? 
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Kids of all ages cannot resist the giant, rich chocolate brownie cake stacked up high, served warm with 
vanilla ice cream, strawberry whipped topping, creamy whipped topping, fresh blueberries, 

raspberries, and chocolate sauces, topped with candy stars. 
 

Issues of the Wednesday Reader are archived on the Montana Business Education Association (MBEA) 

website at www.mbea.info. The Wednesday Readers are under the Newsletter section and listed most 
recent first. 

 

Eric Swenson 
Business Education Specialist 

Montana Office of Public Instruction 

PO Box 202501 
Helena, MT 59620-2501 

406.444.7991 
406.444.1373 (Fax) 

eswenson@mt.gov 

 
"You don't make decisions because they are easy; you don't make them because they are cheap; you 

don't make them because they're popular; you make them because they're right." ~Rev. Theodore 
Hesburgh 


